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National Dairy Shrine is a non-profit organization devoted to maintaining the strength of the dairy industry through 
recognition, encouragement, promotion, education and preservation of the dairy history of previous generations. 
Founded in 1949, the National Dairy Shrine has thousands of lifetime members consisting of dairy producers, scientists, 
students, educators, marketers, sales people, consultants, journalists, cheese makers and other dairy enthusiasts who are 
passionate about the dairy industry.

Emerging Leaders
One of the pillars of the National Dairy 

Shrine mission is to inspire youth. As 
you flip through this edition of The Chronicle, 
you will see how your organization is working 
toward living that element of our mission. 

The first representation is the listing 
of the Emerging Leader award recipients. 
This recognition is designed to honor those 
individuals who are 40 years old or younger 
and have already exemplified exceptional 
leadership in their young career in the dairy 
industry. The recipients were chosen from a 
stellar group of applicants and are indicative 
of the tremendous bounty of talented 
individuals the industry is blessed to have 
working on its behalf. 

The second representation is within our 

annual listing of scholarship recipients. A 
total of 278 applications were received across 
Klussendorf/McKown and National Dairy 
Shrine applicants spanning 43 universities. 
From that group 51 National Dairy Shrine 
scholarship recipients were chosen to receive a 
total of $85,000. In addition, seven Klussendorf 
and McKown scholarship recipients were chosen 
for another $10,500. That means we’ll give out 
nearly $100,000 in scholarships at our annual 
awards banquet on September 28. 

Finally, we’re continuing to provide 
educational resources to young people early 
in their careers through our webinar program 
to young professionals. Each quarter we host 
educational webinars that explore topics of 
interest to young people in hopes of providing 

them with key information as they navigate 
their early careers. 

There is no way our “founding fathers” 
could have imagined the programming that 
has been established, let alone the technology 
employed to deliver it. But we are proud to 
represent their foresight through programs 
that live the mission of your organization. •

Mike Opperman 
Dairy Shrine  
Executive Director 
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ON THE COVER
Gracing the cover of this issue is California Junior Holstein 
President Chloe Chapman leading her bred and owned cow. 
Chloe lives on her family’s 300-cow dairy, GilTex Holsteins, 
in Turlock, California. The photo was taken by Blakeley 
Hittson Photography.
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Bob Hagenow is Named National  
Dairy Shrine’s 2026 Guest of Honor

The highest level of recognition from the 
National Dairy Shrine has been awarded 

to Bob Hagenow – the 2026 Guest of Honor. 
This award recognizes a dairy leader who has 
made significant contributions to the dairy 
industry. Historically, recipients have been 
academic educators, researchers, or employees 
of breeding companies or breed associations. 
Hagenow joins this prestigious group as one 
whose primary contributions have been on a 
volunteer basis, outside his career. 

Hagenow’s 39-year career with Vita-Plus has 
certainly been impactful to all around him. He 
currently supervises and coaches employees 
in the areas of goal setting, customer service, 
skill improvement, compensation, budgeting 
and career development. But his ongoing dairy 
industry leadership outside of his professional 
employment demonstrates a boundless energy 
and enthusiasm for the dairy industry and 
everyone in it. 

One place where Hagenow has devoted a 
tremendous amount of time is World Dairy Expo. 
He’s been a member of the Board of Directors for 
many years and is also a member of the Executive 
Committee for World Dairy Expo. In his role as 
Secretary/Treasurer for World Dairy Expo, Bob 
is the “finance person” who keeps World Dairy 
Expo sustainable with a solid financial footing. 
During World Dairy Expo, Bob is visible in the 
Coliseum on the colored shavings as the long-
time and highly effective lead ring steward for 
both the Brown Swiss and Holstein shows. He 
is constantly on his feet and walks many miles 
through the lengthy breed shows. 

Hagenow also commits nights, weekends 
and vacation days to a variety of dairy youth 
activities. The Board President of the Wiscon-
sin 4-H Dairy Fund, coach of county 4-H dairy 
judging teams, announcer for state youth dairy 
cattle shows at the Wisconsin State Fair and 
collegiate dairy club adviser are just a few of 
them. His constant presence and can-do ap-
proach to hosting and promoting youth events 
and activities is something that many dairy 
youth remember throughout their careers. 

Hagenow’s zest for life, engaging personality 
and the thrill he receives from leaving a posi-

tive impact on others in the dairy industry is 
admirable, to say the least. All who spoke in his 
favor for this award are prominent figures in 
the dairy industry, and many of them used the 
words “servant leader” to describe him. 

 “I used to joke that if there was a dairy 
event in Wisconsin, there was an 80% chance 
you would see Bob Hagenow there – not just 
attending, but actively leading and making 
the experience better,” shares Josh Hushon, 
Strategic Marketing and Technology Direc-
tor, Cargill Animal Nutrition North America 
Dairy. “It’s simply who he is and how much he 
cares about our industry and its future. Many 
leaders talk about servant leadership, but Bob 
embodies it. The stage is never too big or too 
small to receive his best. He shows up with the 
same energy, passion and belief in our industry 

no matter who else is there.”
Hagenow and his wife Lisa have two daugh-

ters, both of whom have inherited his joyful 
promotion of agriculture. Ashley and Sarah 
have both served as Alice in Dairyland – the 
first pair of sisters to ever have earned this role.

Hagenow will be formally recognized at 
the National Dairy Shrine Awards Banquet 
on Monday, September 28, 2026, in Madison, 
Wisconsin. His portrait will be added to the 
National Dairy Shrine Dairy Hall of Fame and 
Museum in Fort Atkinson. •

Bob Hagenow

For more information about National Dairy 
Shrine, the banquet, or this year’s award 
winners, please contact National Dairy Shrine 
at info@dairyshrine.org or visit our website at 
www.dairyshrine.org
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Dairy Shrine Recognizes the Matt Steiner Family 
as the 2026 Distinguished Dairy Cattle Breeder
The Matt Steiner Family of Pine-Tree Dairy 

has been named the 2026 Distinguished 
Dairy Cattle Breeder. The National Dairy Shrine 
awards this honor each year to a progressive 
dairy breeder, who expertly implements sound 
genetic and business principles and would be 
considered one of the “all-time greats” in cattle 
breeding. Through years of careful and strategic 
development, the Steiner family has become a 
leader in dairy genetic thought and technology 
– a prime candidate for the Distinguished Dairy 
Cattle Breeder honor. 

Matt and his wife Gail are third-generation 
owners of Pine-Tree Dairy, located in Sterling, 
Ohio. Of their 11 children, several sons and 
daughters-in-law and dozens of grand and 
great grandchildren, are involved in the oper-
ation today. Matt recalls studying bull books, 
catalogs and breed publications as a child, and 
making breeding decisions as a young teenager. 

His early interest and involvement in the 
dairy set him up well for future success. Today, 
Pine-Tree Dairy consists of around 1,400 
milking cows, 1,500 heifers and 140 bulls, con-
sisting of the Holstein, Jersey and Brown Swiss 

breeds. The combined RHA is 28,658 milk 
pounds, 4.7% butterfat, 1,344 fat pounds, 3.6% 
protein, 1,028 protein pounds. With 20-30 
animals flushed bi-weekly, the farm produces 
more than 1,000 embryos per year. 

Matt was an early adopter of innovative 
genetic tools, including IVF/ET, and breed-
ing for components, NM$, SCC, PL, DPR, 
moderate stature and width, and A2A2. When 
individual matings were popular, his philos-
ophy was “Under most circumstances, more 
improvement can be made by using three or 
four real good sires than individual matings 
using many sires.” He would search for cows 
that were genetically high in yield, DPR and 
PL, and sound conformation that were sired by 
bulls with the same characteristics. This strate-
gy led to the purchase of Wesswood-HC Rudy 
Missy-ET, whose contributions to the genetic 
foundation of modern Holstein breeding have 
been profound. 

When Missy was named Global Cow of the 
Year in 2014, it was the beginning of an era of 
well-deserved honors and recognition for Pine-
Tree dairy and its animals. By 2025, 48 out of 

50 heifers at the World Dairy Expo World Clas-
sic Sale could be traced back to the Pine-Tree 
prefix. The farm’s success spans several breeds, 
having received awards and recognition from 
The American Jersey Cattle Association, Brown 
Swiss Cattle Breeders Association of the USA, 
and Holstein International. Locally, Pine-Tree 
Dairy also earned “Conservation Farm of the 
Year” from the Wayne County Soil and Water 
Conservation District. 

“For over four generations, the Steiners’ 
philosophy to ‘keep things simple’ and rooted 
in their devout faith, support of family and 
love of farming, resulted in a success story few 
have been able to achieve,” says John Burket, 
President of Holstein Association of America. 
“The impact Pine Tree Dairy has made in dairy 
genetics worldwide will influence dairy cattle 
breeds for generations into the future.”

The Steiner family will be formally recog-
nized at the National Dairy Shrine Awards 
Banquet on Monday, September 28, 2026, in 
Madison, Wisconsin. Their portrait will be 
added to the National Dairy Shrine Dairy Hall 
of Fame and Museum in Fort Atkinson. •
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Drs. Larry Chase, Dennis Funk and Richard 
Grant, along with Drs. Chris Keim and 

Dan Hornickel from Sunshine Genetics, have 
been selected as the 2026 National Dairy 
Shrine Pioneer Award winners. Over their 
lifetime, these Pioneer individuals have made 
significant contributions to the dairy industry, 
and each is recognized as one of the greatest of 
all-time in their particular field or career.

Dr. Larry Chase has spent his career in dairy 
nutrition research and extension, focused on 
providing answers to questions of immediate 
importance to dairy 
producers. Through 
his combined work 
in extension and 
research, his findings 
were rapidly translated 
into practice, making 
an immediate impact 
on the dairy industry. 
His research spanned 
several areas, including 
milk urea nitrogen levels of dairy herds on 
pasture, uniformity of mixing and delivery of 
TMR, and evaluation of corn silage hybrids for 
cow performance, to name a few. 

Additionally, Dr. Chase has served as a 
major or minor professor for four Ph.D. 
candidates, seven M.S. students and two M.P.S. 
graduates. He co-taught an applied dairy 
nutrition course to undergraduates at Cornell 
for many years. He’s been recognized by the 
Distillers Feed Research Council, the American 
Dairy Science Association, the New York State 
Association of Agricultural Agents and more. 

Dr. Dennis Funk’s career represents a 
lifetime of transformative leadership in dairy 
cattle genetics. His impact spans research, 
education, genetic 
evaluation systems, 
global genetic com-
merce, germplasm 
preservation and the 
implementation of 
breakthrough repro-
ductive and genomic 
technologies. He holds 
a bachelor’s degree in 
dairy science, a mas-

ter’s degree in animal breeding, and a Ph.D. in 
animal breeding with a minor in statistics all 
from Iowa State University. 

Through the Holstein Association USA, 
Funk was the first to develop and implement a 
formal genetics training program for Holstein 
field consultants and classifiers. As a profes-
sor at the University of Wisconsin-Madison, 
he authored dozens of columns for Holstein 
World and established the Wisconsin Council 
on Dairy Cattle Breeding. He delivered educa-
tional programs to dairy breeders around the 
world, driving increased international demand 
and sales of U.S. dairy genetics. He went on to 
achieve even more through ABS Global and 
the National Animal Germplasm Program. 
Funk has also served with or been recognized 
by nearly a dozen organizations in the dairy 
industry, and served as President of National 
Dairy Shrine in 2021.

Dr. Richard Grant has left a national and 
global impact on dairy nutrition and man-
agement, and producer-focused outreach 
through his leadership, 
scientific contribu-
tions and practical 
vision for the dairy 
industry. His career 
exemplifies the spirit 
of the Pioneer Award, 
with field-changing 
contributions that have 
fundamentally influ-
enced how the industry 
thinks, feeds, manages and evolves. 

Dr. Grant has shaped the ration formu-
lation standard, especially for fiber needs, 
advanced understanding of cow behavior 
and feed bunk dynamics, and driven a more 
cow-centered approach to management. In 
partnership with Lallemand Animal Nutri-
tion, he helped establish a Forage Center of 
Excellence at the Miner Institute. Additional-
ly, his strong commitment to education and 
mentorship has directly impacted 19 graduate 
students. He has served on 63 M.S. and Ph.D. 
committees across the University of Nebraska, 
Lincoln, University of Vermont, Cornell Uni-
versity and others. The exceptional nature of 
his work is reflected in awards received from 

the University of Nebraska, American Dairy 
Science Association, the American Society of 
Agricultural Engineers and more. 

Dr. Chris Keim and Dr. Dan Hornickel 
were the original founders and owners of 
Sunshine Genetics, Whitewater, Wisconsin. 
Sunshine Genetics 
began as a dream made 
reality in the 1970’s by 
these two friends in the 
University of Illinois 
Veterinary school. 
They both left their 
practices and started 
Sunshine Genetics in 
1983, fostering their 
passion for elite dairy 
cattle and the newly 
developing field of 
advanced reproductive 
technology. Since that 
time Drs. Hornick-
el and Keim have 
developed a world-re-
nowned embryo trans-
fer business and facility 
known for providing 
special care and supe-
rior embryo transfer services to cattle breeders 
from around the world who will confidently 
“send her to Sunshine.” 

In 2009, Drs. Keim and Honickel welcomed 
Dr. Greg Schueller to join the team. With many 
years of experience in ET, Dr. Schueller began 
developing the quickly evolving in-vitro (IVF) 
program. In 2016, Aaron Prososki joined Sun-
shine Genetics and brought with him a passion 
for genomics and marketing. Drs. Keim and 
Hornickel retired in 2017 after having a very 
long, successful and satisfying career. • 

National Dairy Shrine Awards  
Four with Pioneer Honors

All recipients will be recognized at the Na-
tional Dairy Shrine Awards Banquet on Mon-
day, September 28, in Madison, Wisconsin. 
Their portraits will be permanently displayed 
in the Dairy Hall of Fame in Fort Atkinson. For 
more information, visit www.dairyshrine.org 
or contact info@dairyshrine.org.

Chase

Funk

Grant

Keim

Hornickel
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Winners have been selected for the Emerging Dairy Leader award, 
a new category of annual recognition from the National Dairy 

Shrine. These individuals are dairy industry professionals, 40 years old 
or younger, who have demonstrated exemplary leadership qualities and 
accomplishments within the dairy industry and their local community, 
state or region.

“Part of the National Dairy Shrine mission is to inspire young people 
to do great things in their careers,” says Mike Opperman, Dairy Shrine 
Executive Director. “With the new Emerging Leader award, we recog-
nize those people who have made significant contributions early in their 
careers. While it’s important to recognize these accomplishments, we 
also hope it can inspire other young people to set goals and accomplish 
great things as they embark on their dairy industry careers.”

This year’s honorees are Bo Harstine, Allison Ryan, Lucas Sjostrom 
and Emily Yeiser Stepp.

Bo Harstine is the Vice President, Technical Initiatives & Innovation 
for Select Sires, Inc. His career has been shaped by scientific curiosi-
ty, a strong work ethic, and a lifelong 
connection to agriculture. He has been a 
leader in important endeavors that have 
strengthened innovation management 
and strategic alignment within Select 
Sires, Inc. This leadership has made an 
impact far beyond, advancing collabora-
tion, learning and innovation through-
out the field. 

In addition to his primary profes-
sional responsibilities, Harstine has 
made substantial contributions to his 
community and the broader scientific 
and agricultural fields. One of many 
examples is his work in educational advancement through the Ohio 
Department of Education Agriculture and Environmental Systems 
Business and Industry Advisory Committee. His input helps guide cur-
riculum development and ensures that agricultural education remains 
aligned with modern industry needs. 

Allison Ryan is the Director of Mar-
keting and Communications for McCarty 
Family Farms and MVP Dairy, LLC. She 
was raised on a dairy farm, and her career 
path reflects a lifelong commitment to 
dairy and a clear progression toward 
industry leadership. As the driving force 
behind the development and launch of 
two state-of-the-art dairy education facil-
ities, Ryan has strengthened public trust 
in dairy, elevated the voice of progressive 
dairy producers, and crated scalable 
models for agricultural education that 

continue to influence how the industry connects with consumers.
Ryan is extensively involved in her community through her local 

visitor’s center, Mercer County Farm Bureau and the Mercer County 
Fairgrounds. Through these roles, she exemplifies civic-minded leader-
ship, ensuring agriculture remains deeply connected to the economic, 
cultural, and social vitality of her community. 

Lucas Sjostrom is an account manager at Specialty Herd Solutions, but 
he has covered a tremendous amount of ground in his young dairy career. 
By the age of 39, Sjostrom has been involved in trade missions with 
Russian investors, several prestigious 
industry publications, Federal Milk 
Marketing Order hearings, the Midwest 
Dairy organization, Minnesota Milk and 
more. His career’s work has bridged the 
gap between on-farm production and 
high-level industry advocacy. 

One of his primary achievements has 
been the successful diversification and 
expansion of Redhead Creamery, where 
he currently resides as Head Distiller. 
Here, Sjostrom’s leadership ensured 
the long-term sustainability of his own 
family farm, while also modeling prac-
tices and strategies for value-added dairy and agriculture nation-wide. 
Through all his work and experiences, Sjostrom has made significant 
impacts not only in production, but also processing and policy.

Emily Yeiser Stepp is the Senior Director of Industry Affairs for Fair-
life LLC. She is a positive, energetic representative of the dairy industry 
who promotes and maintains high standards. Notable achievements 
throughout her career include helping 
establish the Center for Dairy Excel-
lence Foundation, training over 400 
evaluators through the National Dairy 
FARM program and managing an on-
farm social responsibility program that 
encompassed 99% of fluid milk supply, 
over 150 dairy cooperatives and proces-
sors, and more than 26,000 farms. 

With her background and policy 
experiences, Yeiser Stepp has proven 
her ability to address a wide variety 
of audiences. She is adept at strategic 
planning, consumer relations, consen-
sus building, reputation and crisis management. 

Harstine, Ryan, Sjostrom and Yeiser Stepp will be formally rec-
ognized at the National Dairy Shrine Awards Banquet on Monday, 
September 28, 2026, in Madison, Wisconsin. Their portraits will be 
added to the National Dairy Shrine Dairy Hall of Fame and Museum 
in Fort Atkinson. •

Inaugural Dairy Shrine Emerging Leaders  
Recognized for Early-Career Achievements

Harstine

Ryan

Sjostrom

Yeiser Stepp
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Yes! I would like to pledge to support  
the mission of National Dairy Shrine!

Our mission pillars:
•	 Inspire Youth
•	 Recognize Leaders
•	 Preserve History

Please mail your check payable to 
National Dairy Shrine

P.O. Box 68
Fort Atkinson, WI 53538

Or donate online at
www.campaign75.org

Thank you for your support!

Name                                                                                                   

Address                                                                                                

City, State, Zip                                                                                      

Email                                                                                                   

Phone                                                                                                  

The donation categories are below:
√  Emerald: $75 to $749
√  Ruby: $750 to $7,499
√  Sapphire: $7,500 to $74,999
√  Diamond: $75,000 and above

I pledge the following amount: 
$                                              
 
	 I will pay: 
	          In one payment
	          In equal yearly payments over three years 

The following individuals have made donations in memory of  
respected and beloved industry leaders and contributers.

In memory of Richard Chichester
Lisa Abrams

John and Bonnie Ayars
Heidi and Mark Bass

Danielle Brown
Joshua Chappell
Blaine Crosser

Scott Culbertson
Janet Gindlesperger

Teresa and Douglas Harris
Paul Haskins

Fred and Jackie Hendricks
Bernard Heisner
Elizabeth Johns

Dennise LaBarre
Tina Larson

Nancy Maloney
Cheryl Marti
Tobey Martin

Duane and Janet Molhoek
Charles Wayne Payne, Jr. 

Jack Remsberg
Rick Verbeek
Cindy Warner

Jeff Ziegler
World Wide Sires

In memory of Dave Burket
Fred and Jackie Hendricks

In memory of Duane Conant
Scott Armbrust

In memory of Earl Kehrmeyer
Scott Armbrust

In memory of Herbert Lutz
Blaine Crosser

In memory of Margaret Schooley
Julie Ziegler

In memory of Niles Wendorf
Scott Armbrust

In memory of Robert Cavanaugh
Blaine Crosser

In memory of Ron Heffner
Roger Fiery

In memory of Ron Long
Tina Larson

In memory of Wayne Sliker
Maryland Brown Swiss Association

The following individuals have made contributions to  
the advancement of the National Dairy Shrine mission.

Emerald
Blaine Crosser

Lynn and Sarah Harbaugh
Tricia Sheehan

E.G. Becker
Kevin and Karen Stiles

Alicia Lamb

Ruby
Rex Powell

Charles and Barbara Sattler
Charles and Judy Iager

Matt Iager
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Lauren Breunig
University of  

Wisconsin-Madison

Dr. Les Hansen Student Recognition Award

Brady Gille
University of Minnesota

Regan Jackson
Louisiana State  

University

Hannah Mansfield
Penn State University

Tessa Tauke
Iowa State University

Keenan Thygesen
University of Minnesota

Merton Sowerby Junior Merit Scholarship

Joseph Achen
Iowa State University

Jacob Harbaugh
University of Minnesota

Alexis Hoefs
University of Minnesota

Brianna Meyer
University of  

Wisconsin-Madison

Tyler Ratka
University of Minnesota

Summer Hammann
University of  

Wisconsin-Madison

Mike Lancaster Sophomore Merit Scholarships

Trevor Hath
University of Minnesota

Julianne Headings
The Ohio State  

University

Zachary Johnson
The Ohio State  

University

Hannah King
Penn State University

Ainsley Sellers
Penn State University

Summer Hammann
University of  

Wisconsin-Madison

Klussendorf Scholarships

Brianna Meyer
University of  

Wisconsin- Madison

Mathew Winch
University of  

Wisconsin-Madison

Garrett Ulness
University of  

Wisconsin- Madison

Kelsey Timp
Iowa State University

Ryan Wolf
Iowa State University

Haley Ronnebaum
Iowa State University

National Dairy Shrine  
Pre-Vet Scholarship

Jenna Lukasek
University of  

Wisconsin-Madison

Richard Chichester 
Award
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Abigale Bricker
Penn State University

NDS/DMI Education & Communication Scholarships

Kaitlin Reitmeier
University of Minnesota

Rachel Visser
University of Minnesota

Sara Kennedy
Penn State University

Mallory Mohn
Northeast Iowa  

Community College

NDS/DMI Milk Marketing &  
Dairy Products Scholarships

Emma Parrigon
Missouri State  

University

Faith Wolfe
Penn State University

Alia Domeyer
University of  

Northern Iowa

Campbell Booth
University of Minnesota

Maurice Core Freshman Scholarships

Claudia Frenchick
University of Minnesota 

-Twin Cities

Jillian Anderson
Penn State University

Alaina Dinderman
UW-Platteville

Madison Mowrer
Penn State University

McCullough Freshman Communications Scholarship

Kayla Visser
University of Minnesota

Abbygail Schlough
University of Minnesota

Dan Frericks
University of Minnesota

Kiara Konyn
University of  

Wisconsin-Madison

Natalie Yoder
Penn State University

Clancey Krahn
Oklahoma State 

University

Shelby Swanson
University of Minnesota

Logan Harbaugh
University of Minnesota

Ella Raatz
University of Minnesota

Alexis Schultz
University of  

Wisconsin- Madison

Madison Wiese
University of Minnesota

Anne Simpson
Iowa State University

Kildee Graduate School Scholarship

Ben Styer
University of Minnesota

Dairy Production Scholarship

Miranda Nickerson
Cornell
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The Dairy Shrine Banquet Is Monday Evening!
Time:
4:00 p.m. Dairy Shrine Annual Meeting
5:00 p.m. Reception begins
6:00 p.m. Banquet begins
6:40 p.m. Awards program begins

Place:
Alliant Energy Center Exhibition Hall, Madison, WI.

Ticket orders can be made one of two ways: 
Online using a credit card at www.dairyshrine.org/banquet 

Mail checks to:
National Dairy Shrine
PO Box 68
Fort Atkinson, WI 53538
Email: info@dairyshrine.org

Tickets can be purchased by mail using the form below.  
Persons whose ticket payments are received by September 14 
will receive an acknowledgment of payment and can pick up 

their tickets at the Dairy Shrine registration table prior to the 
banquet. If sending a check in the mail, the check must arrive at 
the office before September 25 to be credited as pre-paid.
Additional banquet tickets can be purchased at the registration 
table prior to the banquet. However, it is strongly advised that you 
reserve your ticket early to ensure you have a spot in the banquet. 

I would like _________ Dairy Shrine banquet ticket(s) @ 
$40.00 each. My check for $______ is enclosed, payable to 
Dairy Shrine.

Reserve Tickets For:

Name ________________________________________

Address ______________________________________

City/State __________________ Zipcode ___________

Phone ________________________________________

Email ________________________________________

Dairy Shrine at Dairy Expo

Another World Dairy Expo is just around 
the corner, and we have a number of ac-

tivities planned to help us reconnect with our 
members and dairy enthusiasts throughout 
the week. Most of our activities take place on 
Monday, September 28, continuing to high-
light what we have fondly called “Dairy Shrine 
Monday”. Here are planned activities:

Monday, September 28, 2026
9 am to noon:  

National Dairy Shrine board of directors 
meeting at the museum in Fort Atkinson.

4pm to 4:30pm:  
National Dairy Shrine Annual Meeting

4:30pm to 5pm:  
Exclusive reception for the Board of  
Directors and scholarship recipients.

5 pm to 6 pm:  
Annual Banquet reception

6:40pm:  
National Dairy Shrine  

Annual Awards Banquet

This year we will also resurrect the silent 
auction, offering a number of unique oppor-

tunities from which people can choose. Early 
consignments include:

•	 An antique butter chiller
•	 A large Bonnie Mohr print featuring 

Glenridge Citation Roxy
•	 A destination package at the Deep Val-

ley Guest Ranch in Choteau, Montana 
•	 A destination package at 1919 Mountain 

Farmhouse in  
East Montpelier, Vermont

Watch our Facebook page for more informa-
tion on other terrific items!

Also, during the week of Expo be sure to stop 
by the National Dairy Shrine booth, number 
MC25 and 26, located in the Coliseum. Stop 
by to pick up Dairy Shrine items or chat with 
other members and guests.  

Special note: Remember that our banquet 
reservations go quickly, and that last year 
we had to cut ticket sales off early when we 
reached capacity. If you want to attend, be 
sure to get your tickets soon! Either complete 
the form below and send in your reservation, 
or purchase your tickets online at  
www.dairyshrine.org/banquet.

Iager Scholarships

Mykel Mull
Modesto Junior College

Mathew Pacheco
Modesto Junior College

Claire Betley
Iowa State University

McKown Scholarships

Campbell Booth
University of Minnesota

Shelby Swanson
University of Minnesota

Lauryn Young
The Ohio State  

University
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Office of the Executive Director 
PO Box 68
Fort Atkinson, WI 53538
(920) 542-1003
info@dairyshrine.org
www.dairyshrine.org

 

Dairy Shrine awards banquet September 28, 2026.  
Get your tickets now at www.dairyshrine.org/banquet


